Please see below a template that our supporters can use to contact their chosen General Election Candidates. This should be copied and pasted into the body of an email and the parts highlighted in yellow should be amended as appropriate. 
We recommend providing any personal context/commentary that you may have on any of the individual campaigns we have highlighted. For example, the campaign around enhancing services is an opportunity to highlight any personal difficulties you may have had in accessing neurology care or diagnosis. 
It is important that you also provide your name, address and contact details as part of your email – this shows candidates that you are a voter in their constituency, and they will also be able to communicate with you directly on these issues. 
Thank you for supporting our General Election campaign. Together, we can achieve a society where no person’s life is limited by epilepsy. 
Dear X,
I hope you are keeping well. I am contacting you as my local General Election candidate in (INSERT COUNTY/CONSTITUENCY) seeking your commitment to work with Epilepsy Ireland if elected to progress their key campaigns on behalf of people with epilepsy and their families. 
Epilepsy Ireland is the national patient organisation representing people with epilepsy and their families and are calling on candidates for the 2024 General Election to commit to progressing their key advocacy campaigns if elected. As a person with epilepsy within your constituency/As a family member of a person with epilepsy, I fully support Epilepsy Ireland’s campaigns, which if progressed, will help support people living with epilepsy within our community and ultimately, help to improve the lives of all 45,000 people living with the condition in Ireland. 
These campaigns include:
• Enhancing Epilepsy Services & Infrastructure nationally to improve access to specialist services and treatments for the 45,000 people living with epilepsy in Ireland.
• Expanding the HSE’s Chronic Disease Management Programme to include epilepsy, encouraging collaboration between people with epilepsy and their GPs and reducing pressure on specialist services.
• Developing a National Strategy to reduce the estimated 130 epilepsy-related deaths in Ireland and taking targeted action to save lives.
• Making Ireland’s schools seizure-safe for the 10,000 children with epilepsy of school going age by ensuring all teachers are trained in seizure first aid and epilepsy awareness as part of initial teacher training.
• Ensuring Ireland’s 2022 commitment to implementing the WHO Intersectoral Global Action Plan on Epilepsy and other Neurological conditions is met and a cross-departmental taskforce is established to progress agreed targets. 
As a voter within your constituency, I would appreciate any commitment you may be able to give on progressing these campaigns if elected on November 29th. 
I would encourage you to reach out to Epilepsy Ireland directly if you would like to learn more about these campaigns by contacting their Advocacy & Communications Manager, Paddy McGeoghegan, by emailing pmcgeoghegan@epilepsy.ie.  
Thank you for your time and attention to this email and I look forward to your positive response. Every best wish for the remainder of your campaign.
Yours sincerely,
NAME
ADDRESS
CONTACT
